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the capacity of the plant for the manufacture of inter-
mediate products, and to this end a new works was
established near Huddersfield.
In America, at the outbreak of war, the position was
very similar to that in this country. They had also been
dependent on Germany for supplies of dye-stuffs, and
with the stoppage of imports they, like ourselves, had
to seek other means of obtaining these products. The
authorities at Washington tried to make arrangements for
importing dye-stuffs from Germany, but without success.
It was pointed out that other countries would not require
the stocks of dye-stuffs held in Germany, and, if means
of transport could be found, American mills would thus
be enabled to run for another year; otherwise, it was
predicted that many of the mills would be forced to close
in sixty days.
It was soon, however, determined to proceed to the
manufacture of dye-stuffs. No Government assistance
was required, but of course the circumstances in the United
States were different from those prevailing here. In our
case the chemical manufacturers were busy with explosives,
from which they were making big profits, so that there
was little inclination to take up a branch of manufacture
which required much expensive plant and of which the
profits were by no means so certain. At first it was
stated in America that it would be exceedingly difficult
to establish a coal-tar dye-stuff industry in that country,
because the German industry was so dependent on inter-
locking chemicals; it had reached such a state of com-
plexity and interdependence that it would be very difficult
to translate it as a whole. As regards the chemical and
engineering work, no difficulty was expected, for it was
stated that the production of a useful illuminating oil or
a medicinal preparation from crude petroleum compared
very favourably in technical manipulation with the
production of most coal-tar dye-stuffs. Moreover, the
petroleum products were of greater economic value. It
was pointed out that to establish a complete coal-tar dye-
stuff industry, 700 different. dye-stuffs would require to
be made, and to be made properly, as good qualities of
the same products would be in competition on the market.